RosEXEC
Minutes of the conference call on 13 July 2006

Committee Members Present: Amy Iezzoni (Chair), Tom Davis, Abhaya Dandekar, Bert Abbott, Sue Gardiner, Kim Lewers, Jim McFerson, Gennaro Fazio, Jay Norelli, Kevin Folta and Dorrie Main.

Guest: Chris Dardick

1.  Minutes from the previous meeting:  
Amy Iezzoni will get the minutes from the March meeting in New Zealand out to the committee for review and approval so the minutes can be posted on the GDR.
2.  GDR Report by Dorrie Main:  

The GDR grant that was submitted earlier did not get renewed but there is enough money to carry over until next round.  A revised resubmission will be sent in October.   

In collaboration with Bert Abbott, Dorrie submitted a networking grant to the NSF to bring the GDR users together once a year to discuss the issues regarding distribution, usage, tools and improvements.  The two specific goals of the grant were to  1. Allow networking of Rosaceae resources from around the world (Maps clones, sequences etc) and 2. Allow for a workshop at PAG that would bring the community together and discuss specific projects and tools within GDR for example mapping.  The title of the proposal: “Fellowship of the RING (Rosaceae Informatics Network Group)”.  A. Abbott will circulate this proposal with the RosExec.  
Mailing groups that were discussed in the March RosExec meeting have been set up by D. Main and she will send a mass mail for interested parties to join the groups.
A discussion was held about changing the name of the GDR but the consensus was to not change the name.

Jim McFerson raised concerns about long term funding of GDR and strategies that would keep it going.  Dorrie  Main replied that the issue has been brought to the attention to the NSF with a White Paper.  She is going to share that white paper with McFerson and RosExec.  A suggestion was made to search for long term funding support through the USDA which responds better than NSF to requests by stakeholders. The Citrus group may be interested in joining hands with GDR.  D. Main is going to attend a Citrus meeting.  Citrus may be interested in a sustainable solution in combination with GDR.  A. Abbott has been in contact with industry (peach) for continuing support of GDR.  Also international collaboration and mirroring would ease the troubles of the ups and downs of funding.

3.  Sequencing:  There was a flurry of grant writing activity after the March meeting by members of the Rosaceae community which shows true amalgamation among different groups/crops.  A grant was submitted “Comparative Genome Sequencing in the Family Rosaceae” with the support of the RosExec.
4.  Meeting Proposals:
CAP:  Bert Abbott reported that apparently there was not a call for CAP meeting proposals so this project was tabled. 

EPA Proposal:   Jay Norelli reported on the EPA meeting grant.  The group [H. Aldwinckle (Chair), J. Norelli, C. Meyers, G. Fazio] has met twice (conference call).  Discussions have been held about how the proposed meeting (agricultural in nature) could be tailored to fit descriptors for EPA (environmental in nature).  There are two categories 1. Large conference grant for $75K and 2. Small meeting and workshop grant for $25K.  The thought was to submit option 2 and invite entomologists, plant pathologists, breeders and genomicists to the workshop to discuss how genomics could impact (reduce) pesticide use.  At the moment Clayton Meyers is in the process of contacting people in the EPA to discuss with them various aspects of EPA targets that affect Rosaceae fruit production.  G. Fazio had a phone conversation with the program director – the director was friendly to the idea of holding a meeting about pesticide use reduction but warned that it sounded more like something agricultural that USDA would fund and that he was looking for more involvement with engineering groups.  Fazio shared the white paper with the director who commented positively about clear statements about pesticide reduction.  Success rate in the competition for these awards has been pretty high (75%) – grants are reviewed on an ongoing basis.  The group is waiting for input from C. Meyers.  McFerson mentioned that guthione as well as other important chemicals are going to be pulled off the shelf by 2010 and that the Washington industry has been in contact with EPA on projects involving automation and encouraged this committee to continue in the effort of submitting this proposal and made himself available for discussion and point of contact with entities that oversee policy in EPA.
5.  Microarrays: 
Amy Iezzoni brought up to need to have a community discussion about microarrays. At the March meeting, Chris Dardick agreed to be the Key Issue Coordinator.  D. Main mentioned that other arrays exist (HortReseach, McNellis, Italian Peach, etc.) and proposed to go with a NimbleGen platform that is adaptable and can change over time.  Costs per array/experiment are around $900 where NimbleGen is responsible for hybridizations and other major procedures relating to the experiment and data is analyzed through a tool that can be adapted in GDR.  Advantages with this platform are: no set up fees, all ready to go with second set of UniGenes, uniform data that can be shared, would include all available Rosaceae sequences.  GDR would make sequences available to NimbleGen.  J. Norelli made the committee aware of negotiations between USDA ARS scientist at the Kearneysville location and University of Illinois to produce the apple chip that was proposed by S. Korban to NSF.  ARS would come up with approximately $120K and U of I would provide matching funds to begin the purchase and printing of the oligos in the array.  These long oligo based arrays would cost between $100-$150 per array excluding machines, hybridization and analysis costs (scientist would be responsible for readers and other infrastuctures).  D. Main mentioned that the two should not be mutually exclusive.  C. Dardick mentioned that with NimbleGen you need to send the sample in and experiments requiring a large number of hybes would end up costing too much.  G. Fazio mentioned that he did not see the utility of producing another array unless it was inclusive of other family sequences (not just apple).  Could the ARS proposal be expanded to include sequences from other Rosaceae?  Abhaya Dandekar asked clarification on the type of array and Chris Dardick mentioned that the Affymetrix and NimbleGen arrays are better suited for family arrays because they have short oligos vs the ARS-UI proposed chip which would have long oligos.  Dorrie Main mentioned that family array are also comparative in nature.  A. Dandekar asked about Affymetrix and mentioned that Affy had an history of negotiating price with groups.  Dorrie Main reminded us that the Affy chips have ~ 100 K features and NimbleGen 390K features.
A. Iezzoni suggested that Chris Dardick head another phone conference with interested individuals in the Rosaceae community and come up with some consensus by October.  Suggested members of this working group: D. Main, A. Dandekar, S. Gardner, G. Fazio, T. McNellis, K. Folta and other individuals that are interested.  This committee/working group was given has a charge to discuss this issue and publish the results on GDR.

6. Key Issue Coordinators:
No progress has been made with the key issue coordinator’s work.  Amy Iezzoni will contact coordinators separately.  One of the issues that they were going to help with was the CAP proposal.  These coordinators were going to formulate mission statements that can be shared in GDR.
7. International White Paper:
Bert Abbott has outline of IWP and participated in a meeting in Barcelona where it was discussed.  E. VanDerWeg has current version that will be released to the whole committee.  A version should be completed by PAG in January.
8. Plant Phys Opinion Paper:
Vladimir Schulaev was going to solicit input after NZ meeting and has not done so yet.  Amy Iezzoni will contact him to check on progress.

9. Rosaceae markers:
Tom Davis has received DNA from several labs (three peach, two apple, strawberry, cherry and rose). Rubus is missing.  Has tested two genes and been successful with rose, peach and is trying with apple.  The gene pair concept was a major portion of the new NSF proposal on comparative mapping.  If this proposal is not funded this objective will convert into a community project.

Tom Davis mentioned the need for a proposal that would create guidelines for naming genes in the Rosaceae patterned after Arabidopsis.  These guidelines would have to be ratified by the community at the workshop at PAG.  Bert Abbott is going to send a version of a standard format to Tom Davis to see if acceptable pattern.  Amy Iezzoni discussed the need for consensus in naming QTLs that was brought up by Cameron Peace in NZ. Cameron Peace and Jim Olmstead are developing these guidelines and they will be available for discussion at the next RosExec meeting.
10. Replacement for Darek Swietlik:
Amy Iezzoni pointed out that outgoing member should not appoint replacement but can submit a name for approval by committee – according to governance document of this committee.  The committee needs to fill the rose position as well Swietlik position.  Swietlik had a broad assignment and should probably be replaced by someone with the same clout.  The executive committee gave charge to the membership subcommittee to come up with candidates, contact them to see if they would serve and present these at the next RosExec meeting.  T. Davis proposed Rick Harrison (Tom Sjulin replacement).  McFerson is going to communicate by Email and contact Rick about his candidacy.  McFerson cannot find anyone in the private sector that would represent rose.  Two people that would fit the ornamental Rosaceae crops: Margaret Pooler and Stan Hokanson.  A. Abbott suggested that Tom Debener (Germany) who has extensive expertise in rose to become an international liaison and fill the gap for rose.
11. New Business:
Ed Kailekau asked that a workshop be organized at PAG for the grantees of the NRI Rosaceae to engage together as part of the community building/strategic planning effort.   Amy Iezzoni has been asked to chair that workshop.  Amy Iezzoni asked Kevin. Folta to attend the workshop so that there is a link to the RosEXEC and K. Folta agreed.

Sue Gardiner has followed up with collaborative decisions made at RGC3 and mentioned ongoing approved collaborations with ARS on fire blight, mapping population sharing with PGRU and other scientists in the U.S.

Jim McFerson announced two new genomic positions in Rosaceae at WSU – they will be filled soon and start October/November.

Next Meeting by Teleconference will be set in the first week October before the NSF submission.

