[image: image1.png]






Minutes of the RosEXEC teleconference

Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Participating Members Present: Cameron Peace (chair), Nahla Bassil (vice chair), Jim McFerson (secretary), Chris Dardick, Gennaro Fazio, Chad Finn, Sue Gardiner, Jim Hancock, Jim Luby, Dorrie Main, Jasper Rees, Herman Silva, Bryon Sosinski, Phil Stewart, Eric van de Weg, and Gayle Volk.

Guest: Amy Iezzoni

Agenda 

1. RosEXEC mission

2. Orientation for new members: roles, expectations

3. Subcommittees updates

· Membership and Governance

· Communication and Outreach

· (ad hoc) Rosaceae GGB Coordination with GRIN-Global

4. Recent grants and awards

5. GDR update (communications vehicle for RosEXEC, worldwide database)

6. Whole genome sequences update

7. Genome annotation needs and plans

8. Future research proposals

9. Recent conferences/meetings

· ASHS Standardized Phenotyping workshop

· Pyrus CGC meeting

· ISHS Markers conference

10. Upcoming conferences/meetings

· Joint Apple & Prunus CGC – Wenatchee & Prosser, WA (Oct ‘09)

· RosBREED I – San Diego, CA (Jan ‘09)

· PAG – San Diego, CA (Jan ‘10)

· RosEXEC

· RGC5 – South Africa (Mar ‘10)

· IHC – Portugal (Aug ‘10)

· Others (Berry CGC, Tree Nut CGC, ...)

11. Other issues

12. Next meetings

Minutes

1. RosEXEC mission

2. Orientation for new members: roles, expectations

3. Subcommittees updates

· Membership and Governance

Nominations in early Nov, will hold elections for next cycle in Dec before PAG.
· Communication and Outreach

Gennaro: RosFORUM – will make it happen shortly, will ask for contributions. All RosEXEC members will be co-editors, Chair will be editor. Will post articles online (GDR) and email to RosGGB community.
· (ad hoc) Rosaceae GGB Coordination with GRIN-Global

Volk: Will be part of upcoming Malus-Prunus CGC meeting, 7 Oct, Wenatchee, with GRIN-Global representative in attendance. We want to provide feedback and give input on features.
4. Recent grants and awards

Not funded

NSF has declined to fund GDR due to its similarity to SCRI proposal tfGDR (that was submitted 3 months later). Will have significant negative implications for GDR (Sosinski, Volk involvement not funded). Can re-submit next cycle.
Funded

* Tree Fruit GDR (Main, WSU), SCRI SREP.

* Rubus virology (Univ Arkansas virologist, Bob Martin ARS-Corvallis), SCRI SREP.
* Early and continuing flowering plum lines, includes map development and markers (Dardick, ARS-Kearneysville), SCRI SREP.
* RosBREED (Iezzoni, MSU-E Lansing): SCRI CAP.  Pre-award audit process has been onerous, but on track.

An excellent year for Rosaceae funding!
Peace: RosEXEC asked to continue to look for ways to synergize with funded projects and prepare for a successful next round for resubmissions and new proposals.
5. GDR update (communications vehicle for RosEXEC, worldwide database)

Sequence data coming in. Converting to drupal (Content Management System) which will allow content to be passed off to community. SCRI project (tfGDR) funded to expand GDR and will include Citrus – not within GDR but under the umbrella. GDR presentation will be at PAG. Recruiting new positions at present, hope on board by Nov.

6. Whole genome sequences update

Strawberry
Putting together hybrid gene prediction model (ready by end of week). Fragaria sequence to be presented at PAG, maybe computer demo.

Apple (Rees)
Science agreed to publish IASMA-led apple genome paper. Revised manuscript to be submitted within days. No information on when sequence info will be in public domain. DH Golden Delicious: now have access to supercomputers and are assembling bin-mapping data. Will put info in public domain as it becomes available. Will see how these efforts proceed. Plant and Food have apple genome data. GDR may not have it at present.

Peach (Sosinski)

Completely done. JGI 6-7x genome. Genome much smaller that anticipated. Italian side (Ignazio Verde) has finished sequencing and assembly. Included sequencing of entire BAC ends library. Arachne approach in U.S. and P-Cap approach in Italy will be pursued and reconciliation pursued in coming weeks. Philosophically in agreement to make public as soon as consensus reached and will request users to wait for publication until sharing. Should be happening in the next few weeks.  Italians are adding extra sequence especially for the purpose of SNP discovery – Bassil asks for contact to avoid using same genotypes in similar efforts in RosBREED. Sequencing the TxE bin-set was suggested – need to ask Pere Arus about feasibility. Rees suggests effort utilize SNPs from his program.

Note: Ken Tobutt to assume leadership role in breeding activities at Univ Western Cape.
Plum (Dardick)
Haven’t started yet, but first draft done by Spring 2010. Will sequence with Illumina. Will assemble using the peach genome. Focusing on transgenic plum ‘Honeysweet’ - to speed its de-regulation by knowing every insertion event.
Cherry (Peace for Dhingra)
2x coverage on sweet cherry to date.

Pear also on the way.
7. Genome annotation needs and plans

Stalled momentarily due to lack of funding, but during SCRI proposal preparation in early 2009, Sosinski contacted the Gene Ontology Project (www.geneontology.org), which develops controlled vocabularies for annotation of various species. Connecting with this group will help us avoid annotation mistakes. They have started on peach (probably also apple and strawberry). Rules for using GO are on the GDR. Challenge is to include unique function for Rosaceae genes that differ from species GO efforts have considered thus far. Want to get interested people together at PAG to establish ontologies for fruit (and tree) crops not yet created.
Where will funding for genome annotation come from? Sosinksi will seek funding in next cycles. Only needs postdoc, computer, and some time. 
8. Future research proposals

NSF resubmission for GDR.

Next round of SCRI will likely have RFP in Jan 2010.

9. Recent conferences/meetings

· ASHS Standardized Phenotyping workshop

ASHS workshop on “Standardized Phenotyping: Advantages to Horticulture”, hosted by Nahla Bassil, was successful. Most of the presentations included Rosaceae crops. Articles will be published in HortScience hopefully in Nov. In the meantime, presentations are available online (http://www.ashs.org/db/horttalks/listing2.lasso).
· Pyrus CGC meeting

· ISHS Markers conference

ISHS Molecular Markers in Horticulture Symposium I was hosted by Nahla Bassil (who is having a busy year!) in late Jul-early Aug. Nearly 140 attendees from more than 40 countries. Most presentations are available online (http://oregonstate.edu/conferences/molecularmarkers2009/presentations.html). Manuscripts being assembled and reviewed for publication in Acta Horticulturae.

Second Symposium will be hosted by IASMA (Trento, Italy) around Jun-Jul 2013.

10. Upcoming conferences/meetings

· Joint Apple & Prunus CGC – Wenatchee & Prosser, WA (Oct ‘09)

Around 15 attendees for Apple & Prunus CGC meetings at Wenatchee. Hope to collaborate more closely with Pyrus as well. This will be the first time that CGC meetings have been held jointly so will see how it works.

· RosBREED I – San Diego, CA (Jan ‘09)

All day Thu 7 Jan 8am-5pm reserved for RosBREED 1. Fri 8 Jan 8am-5pm reserved for discussion of technical components of RosBREED. Sat 10 Jan 1-5pm also reserved.
· PAG – San Diego, CA (Jan ‘10)

Sat 10 Jan: Fruit & Nut Workshop (Organizer: Jasper Rees). Want to focus on diversity of crops and functional biology. Requested suggestions from community for interesting and exciting biology and diversity.

The RosEXEC annual face-to-face meeting will meet Sun 11 Jan at PAG

· RGC5 – South Africa (Mar ‘10)

Rees: Wish to move to beginning of Nov 2010 (rather than Mar 2010). Reason 1: moving into new building that is not quite finished. Reason 2:  Jasper now has joint appointment to add to present work load.
Will seek NSF funding to help support attendance. Amit Dhingra is apparently preparing a proposal to support student attendance.
· IHC – Portugal (Aug ‘10)

Will involve numerous colloquia and symposia related to Rosaceae. Deadlines for abstracts 31 Dec. Interesting sessions include:  Hort Crops, ISAFRUIT, NextGen Sequencing, Educating Next Generation of Breeders, Mediterranean Fruits and Nuts, Genetic Resources.
Dorrie is interested in holding a tfGDR session too, but needs to contact organizers.
· Others (Berry CGC, Tree Nut CGC, ...)

Small Fruits CGC will be held in November in Niagara, Canada.
11. Other issues

12. Next meetings

early Dec target for teleconference

PAG as next face-to-face meeting.
Minutes prepared by Jim McFerson, edited by Cameron Peace




