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Minutes of the RosEXEC Conference call 

Monday, December 8, 2008

Participating Members Present: Gennaro Fazio (chair), Nahla Bassil (secretary), Chris Dardick, Tom Davis, Jasper Rees, Sue Gardiner, Herman Silva, Jay Norelli, Gayle Volk, Chad Finn, Schuyler Korban, Dorrie Main, Herman Silva and Abhaya Dandekar.
Excused: Amit Dhingra, Jim Luby, Eric Van de Weg
The conference lasted around 1 hr and 15 min.

1. Items to add to agenda
Nahla Bassil requested a copy of the RosEXEC Committee By-Laws to share with new members once elected and upload to GDR. Tom Davis kindly provided a file entitled: RosEXEC guidelines 17 feb 06. The guidelines will be updated at PAG and uploaded afterwards to GDR.
2. Rosaceae Sequencing Update
Peach: Based on his conversation with Bryon Sosinski, Jasper Rees reported that JGI has finished 4 x Sanger coverage of the peach genome. Bryon has received the first 2 X and he is expecting the remaining 2 X soon. Dick at Cold Spring Harbor has finished 40 x sequencing of the peach genome using the Solexa/Illumina platform. Bryon will get contigs from Dick. The assembly pipeline is not sure yet. Pre-assembly is more of a machine problem than a software issue and could occur in Vancouver but the final mixed assembly will be, most likely, at NCSU. Pre-assembly in Vancouver took only 3 days for the human genome in Vancouver and would take maybe 6 hours for peach. Jasper is discussing transcriptome sequencing in peach with Bryon, in time for submitting an SCRI grant on finishing the annotation of the peach genome.

Apple: Jasper also reported obtaining 30 x coverage of the apple genome in the haploid Golden Delicious and transcriptome sequencing of leaves and scab-infected leaves. This coincides with the completion of a draft genome sequence of apple scab. 
Dorrie gave an update on apple sequencing by IASMA based on a conversation with Riccardo Velasco in November. The assembly consisted of 15 x coverage of the genome. They will publish the sequence as soon as they finish the annotation and will give the sequence data to GDR before PAG. 
Gennaro believes that Riccardo’s plans might have changed and Dorrie agreed to contact him for an update.

Strawberry: Tom Davis reported good progress on strawberry sequencing 
Tom Davis reported on receiving an update on 454 sequencing of strawberry by Vladimir Shulaev and the Strawberry Genomics Consortium. Vladimir has provided web-access to 2 x coverage of the strawberry genome to members of the consortium and would provide access to Rosaceae researchers who are interested. Tom has blasted his fosmid library sequences to the available strawberry sequence and obtained up to 95% coverage.
Jasper noted the importance of discussing strategies for an annotation pipeline and developing standardized annotation guidelines for the community: an important item to add to the PAG meeting agenda.

3. GDR Update

Dorrie gave an update on GDR: 

· Assembled unigenes-version 4, this resulted in a big difference in strawberry because of many more sequences in this version.

· Nimblegen array of 24,000 genes was designed. There are 6-10 oligos per gene and each gene is replicated twice on each array. The array is being analyzed with results from a time course experiment. Once fully tested it will be made available via Nimblegen. A Prunus array will follow once new sequencing information becomes available in Prunus.

· New Rubus EST sequences were received from Kim Lewers and uploaded.

· Updated community pages

Dorrie and co-PI’s (Sook, Bert, Gayle, Cameron and Jim O) are working on GDR proposals to submit to NSF and to SCRI and to the Washington Tree Fruit Commission (on developing the Breeder’s toolbox). She has taken out the annotation component from the NSF proposal and stressed integration of phenotypic data and genotypic data, ontologies, curation of data by community, web-based tools for accessing the data, and workshops and a summer class in the outreach component. The proposal will be ready January 5th and Dorrie would appreciate input from the community (advisory board) before submitting the proposal on January 21st. For long-term funding of GDR, a notion was presented by Gennaro to include funding for GDR in any proposal submitted by a Rosaceae member. The notion was seconded by Tom Davis and unanimously voted on by the present members. Dorrie will write a statement documenting this decision and listing, when possible, pricing for specific GDR activities and services received and will circulate it through the GDR e-mail list.

Dorrie has talked to Tom Bewick, SCRI Program Director. The RFA will be formally announced in January and researchers will have 60 days to submit their proposals. 

Gennaro encouraged Dorrie to activate the advisory committee and promised help in setting up conference calls.

Dorrie is also preparing to e-mail an online survey to the Rosaceae community

4. CAP, SCRI Proposals:

Chris Dardick gave an update on the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) stakeholder listening session made public recently at http://www.csrees.usda.gov/business/reporting/stakeholder/an_stakeholder_afri.html. A formal announcement of the programs will be released at the end of December and the RFAs will be announced in mid-January. Some proposals will be due 4 weeks after the RFA. Grant duration can last up to 10 years. Standard grant durations were extended to 5 years. There will be preferences for Young Investigators Award in many categories. 
RosTRAIT: Gayle reported that she does not think that she will re-submit RosTRAIT in this round of SCRI grants. She would rather work with Dorrie on the GDR proposal. She believes that RosTRAIT needs to be trimmed back and limited to easily achievable goals. 

RosBREED: Amy has started working on resubmitting it with a much narrower focus: Disease resistance of fleshy fruits. Gennaro volunteered to contact Amy and discuss a conference call regarding the objectives of RosBREED and involvement of the Rosaceae community.

5. Elections
A membership and Governance Subcommittee was formed to ensure that composition of the RosEXEC committee fairly represents the diversity of the research community, with particular attention paid to crop focus, research area, institutional affiliation, and region and with representation from the industry and producer organizations, as in the RosEXEC guidelines. Nahla Bassil is the chair and members who volunteered to serve on this subcommittee are: Dorrie Main, Herman Silva and Jay Norelli.
The community will be asked to nominate candidates in the next two weeks. Voting will then follow and new members will be elected before PAG.

Minutes prepared by Nahla V. Bassil
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