Minutes of Rosaceae Genomics Executive Committee Meeting: July 21, 2005

1. Attending
Executive Committee members
Herb Aldwinckle, Chair  (hsa1@cornell.edu), Bert Abbott (aalbert@clemson.edu), Amy Iezzoni (iezzoni@msu.edu), Schuyler Korban (korban@uiuc.edu), Kim Lewers (lewersk@ba.ars.usda.gov), Dorrie Main (dmain@clemson.edu).
Non-members
Tom Davis (tom.davis@unh.edu), Sue Gardiner (SGardiner@hortresearch.co.nz), Barclay Poling (barclay_poling@ncsu.edu), Gavin Ross (Gross@hortresearch.co.nz), Bryon Sosinski (bryon_sosinski@ncsu.edu), 
2. Looked over mission statement which had been revised by Amy. Education bullet added. Discussion on educational effort wordage in point 4 of educational statement. No change required. (Note to Herb, might be worth including the documents you provided at the meeting as an attachment to these minutes).

3. Name of committee changed to RosGEC from RosaGEC (more representative).

4. Discussed how functional the industry is given its current localized structure. California organized and rich, the rest maybe not so good? Perhaps better cohesion/organization needed?


5. Agenda Items

a. Review Priorities, Amy put together a document, divided into 3 phases with deliverables.

i. Phase I: Kim where does mapping come in? Bryon says pillars seem to be confusing. Bert expressed disappointment that there was not a proposal submitted to the 2005 CSREES program for a high density genetic and physical map for strawberry. Bert mentioned that this was very much needed in strawberry. Agreed to add intensive mapping of strawberry to Phase I (marker map development for the keys species in the family).  

ii. Amy left, plan to meet at PAG, have roundtable and executive meeting. Pillar approach of a model system comprising three pillars, it’s very important. Need to understand what we are going to do when we have the 3 pillars and  explain to industry. 

iii. Discussion of strawberry reverse genetics initiated by Tom Davis. Kim asked if Vladimir Shulaev’s failure to get funding from the NSF Plant Genome program invalidated the pillar (strawberry as the model system for reverse genetics. Suggestion that the exec contact Vladimir to see if he is going to remain committed to the committee and maintain his materials. Bert agreed to contact Vladimir with these questions. Question raised about who could take Vladimir’s insertional mutagenesis system and  move it forward if he is unable or willing to continue down this line. Kim mentioned contacting the person (Richard Villieux?) in Vladimir’s lab who was directly involved in developing the system. Barclay Poling (South East academic small fruits industry rep?) asked should he offer his services to help mobilize the strawberry growers to support this project financially seeing as it was so important.

iv. Send comments improvements on the flow chart to Amy. (Note to Herb, can flow chart be appended to these minutes?).

v. Discussion about next plant genome program and funding and how we move forward with our community agreed goals, letters of support from the RosGEC need to be provided for all pillar supporting proposals.

vi. Discussion initiated by Bert Abbott on how to enhance Rosaceae breeding (fundamental to all applying the ongoing genomics efforts). Suggested that the only feasible route is to enhance Rosaceae breeding through ARS/university appointments. Committee needs to be thinking ahead of getting the information generated from all the current projects into breeding programs. Proactively think ahead. Need to get university to buy into this. Essentially a crisis situation  – push for more support such as through CAP grants. Bert submitted a proposal to get funding to have a conference to talk about submitting a CAP grant. If we don’t get funding for the workshop, still meet and get started with CAP grant planning.  Bert to email the CAP conference proposal to the committee. ARS spent money on providing the grain breeders with MAS breeding facilities. We need the same facilities for Rosaceous species. Darek Swietlik had been looking into this. Herb to contact him to find out what progress had been made. There is a need to take a good look at the Rosaceae breeding programs. Find out who the breeders are, get a list.

vii. Membership on the committee, rotation and terms. Needs to be a mechanism to rotate people. Herb will send an email to the people who can’t attend. Discussed the idea of 5 year staggered terms to ensure continuity, if the community re-nominates a member they can remain on the committee. What about the executive committee terms? Herb to write something up.

viii. Next meeting of the RosGEC to be held at PAG. Lets organize a date and time as soon as possible.

Notes taken by Dorrie Main and checked by Jim McFerson.
